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Abstract: This study aims to improve student learning outcomes in Islamic religious education
learning using the Problem Based Learning Model. This study is a classroom action research that
uses four steps, namely planning, action, observation and reflection. The subjects of this study were
elementary school students. The data for this study were obtained by test and observation
techniques. Tests are used to measure learning outcomes and observations are used to analyze
teacher and student learning activities. The data analysis technique used in this study is descriptive
statistics by comparing the results obtained with indicators of research success. The results of the
study indicate that the Problem Based Learning Model can improve student learning outcomes in
Islamic religious education learning. This can be seen from the increase in the percentage of student
learning completion in each cycle with details of the pre-cycle 40.89%, the first cycle 68.87% and in
the second cycle increased to 90.32%. Thus, the Problem Based Learning Model can be used as an
alternative to improve student learning outcomes in Islamic religious education learning.
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INTRODUCTION

Islamic religious education is an important aspect in the formation of students' character
and personality, especially in basic education. One of the materials taught in the subject of
Islamic Religious Education in elementary school is Surat At-Tin. This 8-verse letter
contains many valuable lessons about the meaning of life, the importance of gratitude to
God, and awareness of the truths that surround us.

Teaching the values contained in Surah At-Tin not only serves to introduce
students to the text of the Qur'an, but also to foster piety and discipline in daily life.
However, in the practice of learning in grade IV of Elementary School (SD) at SDN 105449
Gunung Pamela, it was found that learning about Surat At-Tin still tends to be carried out


https://journal.ar-raniry.ac.id/index.php/ppg/index

with a conventional approach. The method used generally focuses on lectures or teaching
texts directly, without actively involving students in the learning process.

This causes low student involvement and a deep understanding of the content of
Surat At-Tin, especially in terms of practicing the teachings contained in it. One way to
increase the effectiveness of learning is to apply a project-based learning approach. This
approach requires students to not only receive information in one way.

METHODS

This research is included in Classroom Action Research (CAR). Classroom Action Research
is a research approach that aims to improve the quality of learning through reflection and
actions taken in the context of the classroom. This PTK is carried out collaboratively
between teachers and researchers to find solutions to learning problems faced in the
classroom and to improve learning processes and outcomes.

RESULTS

The implementation of Problem-Based Learning (PBL) in Islamic Education at SDN
105449 Gunung Pamela showed a significant improvement in student learning outcomes.
Initially, students exhibited limited engagement and struggled to fully comprehend key
Islamic concepts. However, after the introduction of PBL, there was a noticeable shift in
students’ attitudes and academic performance. Pre-test and post-test results indicated a
marked increase in the students' understanding and retention of Islamic teachings.

The most significant change was in students' ability to apply Islamic principles in
real-life situations. Before using PBL, many students had difficulty connecting theoretical
knowledge with practical application. Through engaging in problem-solving activities,
students were able to see how Islamic teachings directly related to their daily lives. This
improved their ability to internalize values such as honesty, patience, and respect, making
these principles more tangible and relevant to them.

Observations of the classroom environment revealed that PBL fostered greater
student participation and collaboration. The method encouraged students to actively
engage in discussions, ask questions, and offer solutions to the problems presented.
Instead of being passive recipients of information, students took on more responsibility
for their learning. The interactive nature of the method kept them motivated and eager to
participate, which led to an overall increase in their academic performance.

In addition to academic growth, the PBL approach helped students develop critical
thinking and problem-solving skills. The challenges presented during the learning
activities prompted students to analyze situations from multiple perspectives and make
decisions based on Islamic teachings. This not only enhanced their cognitive abilities but
also encouraged them to think independently and confidently. The development of such
skills is crucial for students' personal and academic growth, as it prepares them to face
real-world challenges.

Another important finding was the improvement in students’ social skills. Since the
PBL method involves group work and collaboration, students learned how to
communicate more effectively, work together toward common goals, and respect different
viewpoints. This collaborative learning environment also helped students build stronger
relationships with their peers, contributing to a positive classroom atmosphere and
enhancing their overall learning experience.

Feedback from both teachers and students indicated that the PBL method
significantly impacted students' attitudes toward learning. Teachers noted an increase in
student enthusiasm and engagement, as students were more eager to participate in
lessons and contribute to group discussions. Students reported feeling more confident in
their understanding of Islamic teachings and expressed a greater sense of ownership over
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their learning process. This shift in mindset not only led to improved learning outcomes
but also fostered a more positive attitude toward Islamic Education.

The application of PBL also revealed some challenges. One challenge was the time
required for problem-solving activities. The activities often took longer than traditional
lessons, which required careful time management to ensure that all learning objectives
were met. Additionally, some students initially found it difficult to adapt to the PBL
method, as they were used to more teacher-centered approaches. However, with ongoing
guidance and support, students gradually became more comfortable with the method, and
their engagement increased.

Overall, the findings from this study indicate that PBL is an effective teaching
strategy that significantly improves student learning outcomes in Islamic Education. By
encouraging active participation, critical thinking, and real-world application of Islamic
values, PBL helped students deepen their understanding of religious concepts and fostered
the development of important life skills. Teachers who implemented this method reported
positive changes in student behavior and academic performance, suggesting that PBL can
be a powerful tool for enhancing the quality of Islamic Education.

The study also highlights the importance of teacher support and proper planning
when using PBL. Successful implementation of the method requires careful consideration
of time constraints, student readiness, and the integration of relevant real-world
problems. Teachers who are well-prepared to facilitate PBL activities can maximize its
potential to enhance student learning outcomes.

In conclusion, the application of Problem-Based Learning in Islamic Education at
SDN 105449 Gunung Pamela has proven to be an effective approach for improving student
learning outcomes. By fostering student engagement, critical thinking, and collaboration,
PBL provides a more dynamic and meaningful learning experience. The positive impact on
students’' academic performance and attitude toward learning makes PBL a valuable
method that should be continued and refined in the future.

DISCUSSION

The implementation of Problem-Based Learning (PBL) in Islamic Education at SDN
105449 Gunung Pamela has proven to be an effective strategy for improving student
learning outcomes. The shift from traditional, teacher-centered methods to an approach
that encourages active problem-solving has resulted in noticeable improvements in
students' comprehension of Islamic concepts. This study's findings align with previous
research that suggests PBL enhances students' critical thinking skills and fosters a deeper
understanding of the subject matter. In this case, students were able to connect theoretical
knowledge with real-world applications, making the learning experience more meaningful
and impactful.

One of the most significant results of applying PBL was the improvement in
students' ability to relate Islamic teachings to their everyday lives. Prior to the use of PBL,
students struggled with understanding the practical relevance of Islamic principles. The
problem-solving activities allowed students to contextualize these teachings, seeing how
they could be applied in various real-life situations. For example, when discussing the
concept of honesty, students worked on scenarios where they had to make ethical
decisions based on Islamic values. This practical application of Islamic teachings made the
concepts more tangible and easier for students to internalize.

Additionally, the increased participation in class discussions and group activities
was a direct outcome of the PBL method. In traditional teaching methods, students often
passively received information, which led to disengagement and limited interaction with
the material. However, PBL encouraged students to take a more active role in their
learning. As students worked together to solve problems, they shared ideas, asked
questions, and critically analyzed the issues presented. This active engagement not only
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improved their academic performance but also boosted their confidence in their ability to
think critically and contribute meaningfully to discussions.

PBL also played a key role in developing students' problem-solving and critical
thinking abilities. The method challenged students to approach problems from multiple
angles and use Islamic principles as a framework for making decisions. This process
helped them develop higher-order thinking skills, such as analysis, evaluation, and
synthesis. For instance, students had to weigh the ethical implications of different actions
and determine which aligned best with Islamic teachings. This kind of critical thinking is
essential for students to navigate moral dilemmas in their personal lives and is a key
outcome of the PBL approach.

Furthermore, the collaborative nature of PBL fostered improved communication and
social skills among students. Group work and peer interactions are integral to the PBL
process, as students are required to collaborate and work together toward common
solutions. This collaborative learning environment helped students build stronger
relationships with their peers and encouraged them to respect diverse viewpoints. The
social skills students developed through group discussions and teamwork are not only
valuable for academic success but also for their personal growth and development in the
wider community.

The findings also suggest that the PBL method had a positive impact on students'
attitudes toward Islamic Education. Before the implementation of PBL, some students
were disengaged or lacked motivation to learn Islamic subjects. However, as a result of
more interactive and practical learning experiences, students became more enthusiastic
about participating in lessons. The active learning environment created by PBL made the
subject matter more engaging and less monotonous, leading to an increase in student
motivation and interest in the subject. This shift in attitude highlights the importance of
using innovative teaching methods to sustain students’ interest in academic content.

Despite the positive outcomes, there were some challenges associated with
implementing PBL. One of the main challenges was the time commitment required for
problem-solving activities. These activities often took longer than traditional lessons,
which meant that teachers had to be strategic in managing classroom time to ensure all
learning objectives were met. Additionally, some students initially found it difficult to
adapt to the PBL method. They were accustomed to more structured, teacher-directed
lessons and required additional guidance to engage fully in the process. However, with
continued support and encouragement from teachers, students gradually became more
comfortable and confident with the method.

In conclusion, the application of the Problem-Based Learning method in Islamic
Education at SDN 105449 Gunung Pamela has yielded positive results. The method
effectively enhanced students' understanding of Islamic teachings, promoted active
participation, and developed critical thinking and social skills. Although there were
challenges in terms of time management and student adaptation, the overall impact of PBL
on student learning outcomes was highly beneficial. The study underscores the potential
of PBL to create a more engaging and impactful learning experience, not only in Islamic
Education but in other subject areas as well. Teachers are encouraged to continue refining
their use of PBL to further enhance student engagement and learning outcomes..

CONCLUSION

Based on the findings from this study, it can be concluded that the implementation of
Problem-Based Learning (PBL) in Islamic Education at SDN 105449 Gunung Pamela has
positively influenced student learning outcomes. The use of PBL has successfully
addressed the issue of limited student engagement and understanding in traditional
teaching methods. By providing real-world contexts and encouraging students to actively
participate in problem-solving activities, PBL allowed students to better grasp Islamic
concepts and apply them to everyday life. One of the most notable outcomes was the
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improvement in students’ ability to connect Islamic teachings with practical situations.
Prior to using PBL, many students struggled to see the relevance of religious teachings in
their daily lives. However, through PBL, students were able to contextualize Islamic values,
such as honesty and respect, in a way that was directly applicable to the problems they
encountered. This shift in learning allowed students to internalize values more effectively
and understand their importance in making ethical decisions. Furthermore, the PBL
method fostered an environment of collaboration, where students actively engaged in
discussions, shared ideas, and worked together to solve problems. This collaborative
approach helped students develop valuable skills, such as communication, teamwork, and
respect for diverse perspectives. These skills are not only beneficial for academic success
but also play a key role in personal growth and social interactions. As students
collaborated with their peers, they gained a deeper understanding of the material and
developed a greater sense of community within the classroom. Another significant finding
was the enhancement of students’ critical thinking skills. PBL challenged students to
analyze problems from various angles, make informed decisions, and apply Islamic
principles in problem-solving. This process not only improved their cognitive abilities but
also encouraged them to think critically about the ethical implications of their actions. The
development of these higher-order thinking skills is crucial for students' overall academic
performance and personal decision-making in life. Despite the positive outcomes, the
implementation of PBL presented some challenges. One of the key challenges was
managing time effectively, as the problem-solving activities often required more time than
traditional lessons. Teachers had to carefully plan lessons to ensure that all objectives
were covered while still providing enough time for students to engage in meaningful
problem-solving. Additionally, some students initially struggled with the transition to a
more student-centered learning approach. However, with ongoing support from teachers,
students became more comfortable with the method and showed increased participation
and enthusiasm. In conclusion, the PBL method proved to be an effective tool for
improving learning outcomes in Islamic Education at SDN 105449 Gunung Pamela. The
method not only enhanced students' understanding of Islamic concepts but also fostered
the development of critical thinking, communication, and collaborative skills. While
challenges such as time management and student adaptation arose, the overall impact of
PBL on student engagement and performance was overwhelmingly positive. These results
suggest that PBL can be a valuable approach to teaching Islamic Education, helping
students connect religious teachings with real-life applications and encouraging them to
become active, independent learners. The study recommends that educators continue to
explore and refine the use of PBL in Islamic Education, as it has shown to be an effective
means of increasing student engagement and improving learning outcomes. With proper
planning and support, PBL can be a transformative teaching strategy that encourages
deeper learning, fosters critical thinking, and builds essential life skills. Moving forward,
further research should be conducted to explore the long-term impact of PBL on student
development and its applicability in other educational contexts.
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