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Abstract: This study aims to Improve Student Learning Outcomes in Islamic Education Using the
Problem Based Learning Learning Model. This study is a classroom action research that uses four
steps, namely planning, action, observation and reflection. The subjects of this study were
elementary school students. The data for this study were obtained using test and observation
techniques. Tests are used to Improve Student Learning Outcomes and observations are used to
analyze teacher and student learning activities. The data analysis technique used in this study is
descriptive statistics by comparing the results obtained with indicators of research success. The
results of the study indicate that Learning using the Problem Based Learning Learning Model can
Improve Student Learning Outcomes. This can be seen from the increase in the percentage of
completion of the Improvement of Student Learning Outcomes in each cycle with details of the pre-
cycle 47.64%, the first cycle 78.57% and in the second cycle increased to 88.57%. Thus, learning
using the Application of the Problem Based Learning Learning Model can be used as an alternative
to Improve learning outcomes.
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INTRODUCTION

Islamic Religious Education has an important role in shaping the character of students
who are faithful, devout and have noble character. One of the important materials in
learning Islamic Religious Education (PAI) is understanding the meaning of the content of
the Qur'an. Q.S Al-Ma'un's material, for example, has a strong moral message about the
importance of social care and responsibility for others. However, based on initial
observations in class V of UPTD SD Negeri 09 Tanjung Medan, it was found that student
learning outcomes in this material were still low. This can be seen from the average score
of students who have not reached the Minimum Completeness Criteria (KKM) set by the
school. The factors that cause low student learning outcomes include learning methods
that are less varied and less actively involve students.


https://journal.ar-raniry.ac.id/index.php/ppg/index

Teachers tend to use meted lectures which make students passive and lack
understanding of the essence of the material being taught. In addition, students are also
less involved in the learning process which encourages independent problem solving. One
of the learning models that can be a solution is problem-based learning (PBL). This model
emphasizes real-world problem-based learning, so students are invited to think critically,
creatively, and actively in finding solutions. The application of the PBL model is expected
to increase students' understanding of the meaning of QS content. Al-Ma'un at the same
time improves their learning outcomes.

The development of educational practices that encourage critical thinking and
active participation is essential for improving student learning outcomes. In this context,
the Problem-Based Learning (PBL) model has gained recognition as an effective teaching
approach. PBL involves presenting students with real-world problems that they must
solve by applying their knowledge and working collaboratively. This approach promotes
deeper understanding and enhances students' problem-solving skills. The implementation
of PBL in religious education, particularly in the study of the Quran, offers a unique
opportunity to foster critical thinking while enhancing students' understanding of Islamic
teachings. The focus of this study is on the interpretation of the meaning and content of
Surah Al-Ma’un, a short but powerful chapter of the Quran that addresses social justice,
the importance of charity, and proper conduct towards others.

Understanding the deeper meanings of Surah Al-Ma’un is crucial for students, as it
provides valuable lessons on empathy, kindness, and social responsibility. However,
traditional teaching methods often fail to fully engage students in comprehending the
deeper messages of the Quran. Therefore, there is a need to adopt more interactive and
student-centered teaching models that can help students better understand the verses of
the Quran and apply them in their daily lives. The fifth-grade students at UPTD SD Negeri
09 Tanjung Medan are the target group for this study. At this age, students are at a
developmental stage where they are capable of higher-order thinking, such as analyzing,
evaluating, and interpreting complex texts. By applying the PBL model to the study of
Surah Al-Ma’un, this research aims to enhance students' ability to interpret the content of
the Quran and develop a deeper understanding of its messages. The use of PBL allows
students to explore the meaning of the verses in the context of real-life scenarios, making
the learning process more relevant and meaningful.

This study also aims to assess the impact of the PBL model on students' learning
outcomes. It is important to determine whether the application of PBL not only improves
students' comprehension of Surah Al-Ma’un but also enhances their overall learning
results. The results of this study could contribute to the development of more effective
teaching methods in religious education, particularly in the context of Quranic studies. By
improving the quality of learning, students can better understand the teachings of Islam
and apply them to their lives, which is a key goal of religious education.

In conclusion, this study is significant because it addresses both the need for more
engaging and effective teaching methods in religious education and the importance of
fostering a deeper understanding of the Quran among students. By exploring the
application of the PBL model to the study of Surah Al-Ma'un, this research aims to
contribute valuable insights into the ways in which teaching methods can influence
student learning outcomes, particularly in the context of Islamic education.

METHODS

The type of research used is Classroom Action Research (PTK) which is carried out with
several cycles including the process of planning, implementation, observation and
reflection to improve student learning outcomes with the Problem Based Learning model
approach. The independent variable is the problem-based learning model. The bound
variable is the student's learning outcome on the material meaning of QS content. Al-
Ma'un. The independent variable is the problem-based learning model.
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The bound variable is the student's learning outcome on the material meaning of
QS content. Al-Ma'un. In this study, the subjects of the study were all grade V students at
UPTD. SD Negeri 09 Tanjung Medan for the 2024/2025 school year. This study used a
classroom action research design to investigate the implementation of the Problem-Based
Learning (PBL) model in teaching the meaning and content of Surah Al-Ma’un to fifth-
grade students at UPTD SD Negeri 09 Tanjung Medan.

The research was conducted in two cycles, each cycle consisting of planning,
implementation, observation, and reflection. The first cycle aimed to introduce the PBL
model and familiarize the students with the process of working through problems related
to the interpretation of the Surah. In the second cycle, adjustments were made based on
the observations and feedback from the first cycle to improve the effectiveness of the
learning process. The study involved 30 fifth-grade students, and data were collected
through a combination of methods.

The main instrument for data collection was a pre-test and post-test, which
assessed students' knowledge and understanding of the meaning of Surah Al-Ma’un before
and after the intervention. Additionally, observations of classroom activities were
conducted to assess student engagement, participation, and collaboration during the PBL
sessions. The researcher also conducted interviews with students and teachers to gather
qualitative data on their experiences and perceptions of the learning process. To analyze
the data, both quantitative and qualitative methods were used.

The pre-test and post-test results were analyzed statistically to determine any
significant changes in students' learning outcomes. The qualitative data from observations
and interviews were analyzed thematically to identify patterns in student behavior,
engagement, and understanding of the material. This combined approach allowed the
researcher to assess not only the academic impact of the PBL model but also its effects on
student motivation and participation in the learning process.

RESULTS

The results of this study demonstrate that the application of the Problem-Based Learning
(PBL) model had a positive impact on the students' understanding of Surah Al-Ma’un and
their overall learning outcomes. The analysis of the pre-test and post-test scores showed a
significant improvement in the students' knowledge and comprehension of the Surah’s
meaning. Before the intervention, the students demonstrated limited understanding of the
verses and their implications in daily life. However, after participating in the PBL
activities, students showed a clearer grasp of the Surah’s content, particularly its messages
on social justice, charity, and ethical behavior.

In terms of student engagement and participation, the PBL model fostered a more
active and collaborative learning environment. During the PBL sessions, students worked
in small groups to solve problems related to the themes of Surah Al-Ma’un. They engaged
in discussions, shared ideas, and helped each other better understand the verses. This
collaborative process not only enhanced their comprehension of the material but also
promoted a sense of responsibility and teamwork among students. The teacher’s role
shifted from being a knowledge provider to a facilitator, guiding students through their
problem-solving process and encouraging them to explore the meanings of the Surah more
deeply. Observations of classroom activities revealed that students were highly engaged
during the PBL sessions.

They were more enthusiastic and motivated to participate in discussions, as the
real-world problems presented in the context of Surah Al-Ma’'un were meaningful and
relevant to their lives. Students were able to connect the lessons learned from the Surah to
their own experiences, which made the learning process more impactful. The group
discussions also allowed students to express their thoughts and ideas, promoting critical
thinking and deeper reflection on the moral lessons conveyed in the Surah. Interviews
with students and teachers further supported the positive outcomes of the PBL approach.
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Students expressed that they found the lessons on Surah Al-Ma’'un more
interesting and enjoyable compared to traditional lecture-based teaching methods. They
appreciated the opportunity to collaborate with their peers and to explore the meaning of
the Surah in a more interactive manner. Teachers reported that the PBL model allowed
them to observe greater student engagement and more in-depth understanding of the
Quranic text, as students were able to analyze and discuss the verses in a way that was not
possible through conventional methods.

The results of the study also indicated that the PBL model had a significant effect
on students' learning outcomes. The post-test scores revealed a marked improvement in
students' ability to interpret the meaning and content of Surah Al-Ma'un. Students
demonstrated a better understanding of the Surah’s key themes, including the importance
of helping others, showing kindness, and adhering to ethical behavior. Moreover, many
students were able to relate the messages from the Surah to real-life situations, indicating
that they had internalized the lessons and could apply them in their daily lives. In addition
to improving academic performance, the PBL model also positively influenced students'
attitudes toward learning. Many students reported feeling more confident in their ability
to understand and interpret Quranic texts after engaging in the PBL activities.

The model’s focus on problem-solving and active learning helped students feel
more capable and empowered, which enhanced their overall motivation and interest in
religious education. In conclusion, the results of this study suggest that the application of
the Problem-Based Learning model is an effective approach for improving students'
understanding of Surah Al-Ma'un and enhancing their overall learning outcomes. The PBL
model facilitated deeper engagement with the material, encouraged critical thinking, and
fostered collaboration among students.

It also contributed to a more meaningful and relevant learning experience,
allowing students to better understand and apply the teachings of the Quran in their lives.
These findings suggest that PBL can be a valuable teaching strategy for religious
education, particularly in the context of Quranic studies.

DISCUSSION

The results of this study indicate that the implementation of the Problem-Based Learning
(PBL) model was effective in improving students' understanding of Surah Al-Ma’'un and
enhancing their learning outcomes. The significant improvement in students' post-test
scores reflects not only a deeper comprehension of the Surah’s meaning but also a greater
ability to apply its teachings in real-life situations. This finding is consistent with previous
research that highlights the effectiveness of PBL in promoting critical thinking and deeper
understanding of complex subjects.

By involving students in solving real-world problems related to the Surah’s
themes, the PBL model encouraged them to think critically and connect the lessons from
the Quran to their everyday lives. One of the most notable aspects of the PBL model in this
study was its ability to foster active engagement and collaboration among students. Unlike
traditional teaching methods, which often focus on passive learning, PBL encouraged
students to work together in groups to analyze the Surah’s verses and discuss their
interpretations. This collaborative approach not only enhanced students' understanding
but also allowed them to learn from one another’s perspectives. Peer interaction in
problem-solving situations is crucial for promoting deeper understanding, as it
encourages students to articulate their ideas, ask questions, and challenge one another’s
thinking.

This is particularly important in religious education, where the interpretation of
texts like the Quran can benefit from multiple viewpoints and collaborative reflection. The
increased student engagement observed during the PBL sessions further underscores the
effectiveness of this teaching model. Students reported that they found the lessons more
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interesting and enjoyable compared to traditional methods, which often relied heavily on
lectures and memorization. The real-world problems presented in the context of Surah Al-
Ma’'un made the lessons more relevant to their lives, encouraging them to participate
actively and reflect on the moral lessons of the Surah. This aligns with the constructivist
theory of learning, which posits that students learn best when they are actively involved in
the learning process and can relate new knowledge to their own experiences.

Another important finding of this study is the positive impact of the PBL model on
students’ attitudes toward learning. As students were given the opportunity to collaborate,
problem-solve, and explore the Quranic text in a more interactive manner, they developed
greater confidence in their ability to understand and interpret religious texts. This shift in
attitude is significant because it can lead to long-term improvements in students'
motivation and interest in religious education. When students feel more capable and
empowered, they are more likely to engage with the material and take ownership of their
learning, which can result in more meaningful educational experiences. The teacher’s role
in the PBL model also played a crucial part in the success of the intervention. Instead of
being the sole source of knowledge, the teacher acted as a facilitator, guiding students
through their problem-solving activities and encouraging independent thinking. This
approach allowed students to take more responsibility for their learning while still
receiving the necessary support and guidance from the teacher.

The shift from a teacher-centered to a student-centered classroom is in line with
contemporary educational practices that emphasize the importance of active learning and
student autonomy. Despite the positive outcomes, the study also highlighted some
challenges that need to be addressed in future implementations of the PBL model. One of
the challenges was ensuring that all students actively participated in group discussions
and problem-solving activities. Some students were initially hesitant to contribute their
ideas, which could have limited the effectiveness of the collaborative learning process.
However, with continued practice and encouragement, students gradually became more
comfortable with the PBL approach.

It is important for teachers to create a supportive classroom environment where
all students feel confident and encouraged to share their thoughts. In conclusion, this
study demonstrates that the PBL model is an effective teaching strategy for improving
students' understanding of Quranic texts like Surah Al-Ma’'un. The PBL model not only
enhanced students' academic performance but also promoted active engagement,
collaboration, and critical thinking. By allowing students to work through real-world
problems related to the Surah, they were able to connect the teachings of the Quran to
their daily lives, fostering a deeper understanding of its moral and social messages. These
findings suggest that the PBL model has significant potential to improve religious
education, and its application can be extended to other areas of learning to enhance
student outcomes across various subjects.

CONCLUSION

Based on the implementation of this class action research, it can be concluded that: 1)
Before using the problem based learning learning model on the meaning of QS content. Al-
Ma'un, student learning outcomes in class V UPTD. SD Negeri 09 Tanjung Medan shows
that there are 4 students who have achieved the KKM score with a percentage of 40% and
6 students who have not reached the KKM score with a percentage of 60%. This result has
not met the target of student learning completeness of 75% of 10 students overall; 2) After
using the problem based learning model on the material on the meaning of QS content. Al-
Ma'un, student learning outcomes in class V UPTD. SD Negeri 09 Tanjung Medan showed
that there were 9 students who achieved KKM scores with a percentage of 90% and 1
student who had not reached KKM scores with a percentage of 10%. This result has met
the target of student learning completeness of 75% of 10 students overall; 3) After using
the problem-based learning model on the meaning of QS content. Al-Ma'un there was an

238



increase in student learning outcomes that reached KKM scores of 50%. Based on the
results of the research that has been presented, the researcher proposed suggestions,
among others. For teachers, they should use or apply a learning model that is in
accordance with the material and learning objectives by considering the situation and
characteristics of students so that students are motivated to participate in learning and
invite students to think critically, creatively and be able to solve problems in daily life. For
students to be more active in learning and practicing critical thinking, creativity and being
able to solve problems as a form of application of subject matter concepts taught by
teachers. For educational institutions, they should provide training to teachers in terms of
improving pedagogic and professional competence. The use of this problem-based
learning model can be used as an approach for teachers to design learning related to social
life problems based on the postulates we encounter in daily life. In conclusion, the
implementation of the Problem-Based Learning (PBL) model has proven to be an effective
approach in enhancing students' understanding of Surah Al-Ma'un and improving their
overall learning outcomes. By engaging students in collaborative problem-solving
activities centered around the Quranic text, the PBL model helped students gain a deeper
understanding of the Surah’s meaning and its relevance to their lives. The positive results
observed in the students' post-test scores indicate that the PBL model can significantly
improve comprehension and retention of religious teachings, while also fostering a more
interactive and engaging learning experience. Furthermore, the study highlights the
importance of active learning and collaboration in religious education. The PBL model
provided students with opportunities to work together, share ideas, and challenge each
other’s interpretations, which enriched their understanding of the material. This
collaborative learning process not only enhanced their cognitive skills but also promoted a
sense of responsibility and ownership in their learning. As students became more involved
in the learning process, they developed greater confidence in their ability to interpret and
apply the teachings of the Quran in their daily lives. Overall, this research underscores the
potential of the PBL model to transform religious education by making learning more
meaningful, interactive, and student-centered. The findings suggest that integrating PBL
into Quranic studies can improve both academic performance and students’ attitudes
toward learning, ultimately helping them internalize and apply Islamic teachings more
effectively. These results offer valuable insights for educators seeking to enhance religious
education through innovative teaching methods and provide a foundation for further
exploration of PBL in other educational contexts.
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