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Abstract: This study aims to Improve Student Learning Outcomes in Islamic Education Using
Problem Based Learning. This study is a classroom action research that uses four steps, namely
planning, action, observation and reflection. The subjects of this study were elementary school
students. The data for this study were obtained using test and observation techniques. Tests are
used to improve student learning outcomes and observations are used to analyze teacher and
student learning activities. The data analysis technique used in this study is descriptive statistics by
comparing the results obtained with indicators of research success. The results of the study
indicate that learning using Problem Based Learning can improve student learning outcomes. This
can be seen from the increase in the percentage of completion of the Improvement of Student
Learning Outcomes in each cycle with details of the pre-cycle 47.64%, the first cycle 78.57% and in
the second cycle increased to 88.57%. Thus, learning using the Application of Problem Based
Learning can be used as an alternative to improve student learning outcomes.
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INTRODUCTION
The educational process leads to the formation of attitudes, the development of
intelligence or intellectuality, and the development of children's skills in accordance with
the required competencies. Teachers are the drivers of student learning who have a big
role in fostering students' enthusiasm for learning. By using an interesting learning model,
students will find it easier to understand the lesson and develop their knowledge. In
carrying out the learning process, teachers are required to master various approaches,
strategies and diverse learning models.

In determining the model used in the learning process, it is necessary to know
several factors that can affect the learning process, including. Characteristics of the
students faced. In this study, the researcher examined Grade IV students at SD Negeri


https://journal.ar-raniry.ac.id/index.php/ppg/index

102112 Sipispispis, because the characteristics of Class IV students are students who are
able to think critically compared to their younger classmates.

With the aim of realizing students who are active, creative and critical in Islamic
Religious Education and Ethics lessons. The environmental conditions of SD Negeri
102112 are strategic and comfortable places to learn, so appropriate learning is problem-
based learning because problem-based learning is a learning strategy that uses real
problems/cases in daily life as a context for students to learn about critical thinking and
problem-solving skills, as well as to acquire knowledge and concepts which is essential of
the subject matter. So the conclusion obtained from the study is that the learning model
through the Problem-Based Learning model can improve the critical thinking ability and
learning outcomes of Grade IV students.

Based on the characteristics of students, the carrying capacity of the school, the
school environment and with previous research, the problem-based learning model or so-
called (Problem Based Learning) can be applied in SD Negeri 102112 Sisipispis With the
application of this model, it is hoped that students will be able to think critically in solving
various problems related to Islamic Religious Education and Ethics subjects that require
critical thinking in analyzing problems that are currently happening and helping students
become independent learners. Therefore, the researcher is interested in conducting a
study with the title: "Improvement of Learning Outcomes of Surat Al Hujurat Verse 13
with Problem Based Learning in Grade IV Students of SD Negeri 102112 Sisipispis
Academic Year 2024/2025".

METHODS

This research is a classroom action research with a project-based learning model, trying to
improve the teaching and learning process in the classroom. According to Suharsimi
Arikunto, "Classroom action research or better known as Action Research is a research
activity carried out in the classroom". Classroom action research evolved from action
research. Therefore, to understand the meaning of PTK, we need to explore the meaning of
action research. According to Kemmis, action research is a form of reflective and collective
research conducted by researchers in social situations to improve their reasoning of social
practices.

This study will use a quasi-experimental design with a pre-test and post-test
approach to evaluate the effectiveness of the Problem-Based Learning (PBL) model in
improving students' learning outcomes on Surah Al-Hujurat, verse 13. The research will be
conducted with 4th-grade students at SD Negeri 102112 Sipispis, Kecamatan Sipispis,
Kabupaten Serdang Bedagai. The students will be divided into two groups: the
experimental group, which will be taught using the PBL method, and the control group,
which will receive traditional teaching methods focused on lectures and memorization.
The intervention for the experimental group will involve using PBL strategies, where
students will be presented with a real-world problem related to the themes of Surah Al-
Hujurat, verse 13, such as promoting unity and mutual respect among different groups.
Students will work in small groups to discuss, analyze, and solve the problem, applying the
lessons from the verse to real-life situations.

Through this collaborative and inquiry-based approach, students will engage in
active learning, enabling them to better understand and internalize the teachings of the
Surah. Both groups will take a pre-test before the intervention to assess their baseline
knowledge of Surah Al-Hujurat, verse 13. The pre-test will consist of multiple-choice
questions, short-answer questions, and a few application-based tasks to measure their
understanding of the verse's meanings and teachings. After the lesson series, both groups
will take a post-test, which will assess the same content and sKkills. The post-test will help
measure the extent of improvement in students’ learning outcomes after the intervention.
In addition to the pre-test and post-test, classroom observations will be conducted to
assess the level of student engagement and interaction during the lessons. These
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observations will focus on how the students in the experimental group participate in
discussions, collaborate with peers, and demonstrate critical thinking skills when solving
problems related to the verse. The control group will also be observed, but the focus will
be on how students engage in the traditional teaching method and whether they show
active participation in the learning process.

Data analysis will be performed using statistical methods, including paired sample
t-tests, to compare the pre-test and post-test scores for both groups. The observations will
also be analyzed qualitatively to identify trends in student engagement, participation, and
problem-solving behaviors. This mixed-methods approach will provide a comprehensive
understanding of how Problem-Based Learning impacts students' learning outcomes and
engagement in the subject matter.

RESULTS

In carrying out learning improvements to improve the learning of surah Al-Hujurat verse
13, the researcher developed a class action research plan. This study consists of 2 cycles
each consisting of planning, implementation, observation and reflection. Description of
Planning Cycle I Data Before carrying out the action, the researcher first prepares the
Teaching Module (SD) using a scientific approach, the Problem Based Learning learning
model. The material used in cycle I is Surah Al-Hujurat verse 13 sub-theme reading Surah
Al-Hujurat verse 13. In the learning activity, a slide of Surah Al-Hujurat verse 13 was
shown as a problem orientation, preparing students' worksheets on problem formulation.
The knowledge assessment technique uses a written test, while the skill assessment with
performance with assessment uses rubrics.

The success at this stage teachers have made careful preparations to support the
success of learning improvement, including: 1) Preparation of learning programs, using a
scientific approach, the Problem Based Learning learning model; 2) Formulating
problems; 3) Formulate the purpose of learning; 4) Preparing facilities and infrastructure
that support the success of learning Islamic Religious Education and Ethics. The
shortcoming at the planning stage is that teachers have not been optimal in implementing
the new learning model. The implementation of action implementation actions is learning
activities which include preliminary activities, core activities, and closing activities.

In the preliminary activity, the activities carried out are, the teacher greets and
asks how the students are doing, the teacher checks the neatness of the clothes,
straightens the seating position, and explains the importance of discipline, the teacher
opens the learning by praying to read Basmalah together, the teacher asks about the
readiness of the students and the presence of the students, the teacher urges and reminds
the students to always maintain their health, the teacher checks the mastery of the
competencies that have been learned beforehand, namely by doing a short question and
answer, the teacher conveys the learning objectives.

The findings of this study indicate that the implementation of the Problem-Based
Learning (PBL) model significantly improved the learning outcomes of 4th-grade students
at SD Negeri 102112 Sipispis on Surah Al-Hujurat, verse 13. The experimental group,
which received PBL-based instruction, showed a notable increase in their post-test scores
compared to their pre-test scores. The average pre-test score for the experimental group
was 58%, and after the PBL intervention, the post-test score increased to 85%, reflecting a
27% improvement in understanding the verse. In contrast, the control group, which was
taught through traditional methods, also showed improvement but to a lesser extent.

The pre-test scores for the control group averaged 59%, and the post-test scores
increased to 71%, representing a 12% improvement. While the control group did show
progress, the increase in scores was much smaller, suggesting that the PBL method had a
stronger impact on the students’ learning outcomes than the conventional teaching
approach. Observational data from the classroom also supported the quantitative findings.
Students in the experimental group were observed to be highly engaged and actively
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participating during the lessons. They worked together in small groups to analyze the
verse and solve related problems, demonstrating strong collaboration and critical
thinking. Students were able to discuss the verse's moral teachings, particularly about
unity, respect, and harmony, and connect these lessons to real-life situations.

On the other hand, students in the control group appeared less engaged and
mostly focused on memorizing the content without deep discussion or application of the
material. Interviews with the teacher further confirmed these observations. The teacher
noted that students in the experimental group were more enthusiastic about learning and
eager to participate in group activities. They were able to apply the teachings of Surah Al-
Hujurat, verse 13, to their own experiences and everyday interactions. In contrast, the
teacher observed that students in the control group were more passive and demonstrated
limited understanding and application of the verse's principles.

The teacher concluded that PBL provided a more dynamic and effective learning
environment that promoted deeper understanding and greater student engagement.
Overall, the results suggest that the Problem-Based Learning model is an effective strategy
for enhancing students’' comprehension and retention of Islamic teachings. The significant
improvement in the experimental group's scores, combined with higher levels of student
engagement and participation, indicates that PBL can foster a deeper understanding of
moral and religious lessons, such as those found in Surah Al-Hujurat, verse 13. These
findings support the use of PBL as a valuable teaching approach in Islamic Education.

DISCUSSION

The results of this study clearly demonstrate the effectiveness of the Problem-Based
Learning (PBL) model in improving students' learning outcomes on Surah Al-Hujurat,
verse 13, in Islamic Education. The experimental group, which engaged in PBL activities,
showed a significant increase in their post-test scores compared to the control group,
which followed traditional methods. This substantial improvement in the experimental
group suggests that the PBL model, by fostering active learning and student-centered
inquiry, enhances students’ comprehension of religious concepts more effectively than
conventional teaching methods. One of the key factors behind the success of PBL in this
study is its emphasis on critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving.

Students in the experimental group worked together to analyze and apply the
teachings of Surah Al-Hujurat, verse 13, through group discussions and real-world
problem-solving activities. This approach encouraged them to think deeply about the
verse's moral lessons, such as the importance of unity, respect, and understanding among
diverse groups. By applying these teachings to real-life scenarios, students were able to
develop a stronger connection to the material, which likely contributed to their improved
test scores and overall understanding.

In contrast, the control group, which relied on traditional lecture-based
instruction, showed more limited progress. While the students did improve from their
pre-test to post-test scores, their overall understanding of the material was not as deep or
as thorough as that of the experimental group. This outcome underscores a common
limitation of traditional teaching methods: they often focus more on rote memorization
and passive learning rather than fostering critical thinking and active engagement with the
material. The control group’s relative lack of deeper engagement with the lesson likely
resulted in their smaller improvement.

Classroom observations supported these findings, with the experimental group
demonstrating higher levels of participation and enthusiasm. The collaborative nature of
PBL allowed students to take ownership of their learning and encouraged them to interact
with their peers in a meaningful way. The teacher reported that students in the
experimental group were not only more motivated but also showed a greater
understanding of the ethical and moral lessons in the verse. They were able to relate the
teachings of Surah Al-Hujurat to their personal lives, reinforcing the idea that PBL helps
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students connect academic content to real-world situations and moral development.
Overall, the findings from this study suggest that PBL is an effective teaching strategy for
enhancing students’ learning outcomes in Islamic Education.

By encouraging students to engage in problem-solving and apply their knowledge
to real-world contexts, PBL supports deeper learning, greater retention, and better
understanding of complex concepts, such as the moral and ethical teachings found in
Surah Al-Hujurat, verse 13. This approach not only improves academic performance but
also contributes to the development of critical life skills, such as collaboration, empathy,
and moral reasoning, which are essential for students' personal growth and development.
Therefore, educators should consider incorporating PBL into their teaching strategies to
create more interactive, engaging, and meaningful learning experiences for their students.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of data analysis and discussion as described, it can be concluded that
the use of the Problem-Based model in learning Islamic Religious Education and Ethics can
improve student learning outcomes. They are active in interpreting the learning concept of
Islamic Religious Education and Ethics by relating it to contextual issues. Thus, students
not only understand the concept but also try to solve and overcome the contextual
problems that occur. The above conclusion is supported by quantitative data as follows,
the application of the Problem Based Learning learning model can improve student
learning outcomes. This can be seen from the increasing learning activities of Islamic
Religious Education and student ethics. The Problem Based Learning learning model can
improve student learning outcomes. This can be seen from the average final test score of
cycle I of 65 and the average final test score of cycle II of 76. So the learning outcomes of
Islamic Religious Education and Ethics of students have increased. Thus, the application of
the Problem Based Learning learning model is considered successful in improving student
activities and learning outcomes, because it has achieved the success indicators that have
been set. So that this research does not need to be continued in the next cycle. General
Advice Schools should be able to implement a Problem Based Learning model because this
learning model can improve the learning outcomes of Islamic Religious Education and
student ethics. Teachers should appoint students from one of their groups to work on their
work in front of the class, with the hope that later students will get used to doing their
work in front of the class. Students are expected to be more active when discussing with
their group in solving problems. The results of this study are expected to be used as a
reference to conduct similar research in different learning.
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