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This research analyzes the news report entitled “ jolic § yzasl gl jz=idl 5L Lo
Sl w3>" published by Al Jazeera Net, using the Critical Discourse Analysis

(AWK) approach of Teun A. van Dijk model. The purpose of this research is
to reveal how the media frames reality, shapes public opinion, and represents
ideology and power relations in the context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
This research uses a descriptive qualitative approach with a critical discourse
analysis method that includes three main dimensions: macrostructure
(theme), superstructure (text scheme), and microstructure (lexical, syntactic,
and rhetorical aspects). The results show that Al Jazeera actively shapes
social reality through language and representation strategies, by framing
Hezbollah as the victim and Israel as the actor suspected of carrying out the
cyberattack. The use of technical narratives, quotation of international
sources, and the selection of diction that builds a conspiratorial impression
shows the media's role as an ideological agent. In this context, Al Jazeera not
only conveys information, but also reproduces meanings that favor certain
groups. This study confirms that the media has a dimension of power in
shaping the construction of social reality through discursive practices.
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Penelitian ini menganalisis pemberitaan berjudul “§ ,zdi/ s i/ jzedd! jl> Lo
fall wj> ,wlie” yang diterbitkan oleh Al Jazeera Net, menggunakan

pendekatan Analisis Wacana Kritis (AWK) model Teun A. van Dijk. Tujuan
penelitian ini adalah untuk mengungkap bagaimana media membingkai
realitas, membentuk opini publik, dan merepresentasikan ideologi serta
relasi kuasa dalam konteks konflik Israel-Palestina. Penelitian ini
menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif deskriptif dengan metode analisis
wacana kritis yang mencakup tiga dimensi utama: struktur makro (tema),
superstruktur (skema teks), dan mikrostruktur (aspek leksikal, sintaksis, dan
retoris). Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa Al Jazeera secara aktif
membentuk realitas sosial melalui strategi bahasa dan representasi, dengan
membingkai Hezbollah sebagai pihak korban dan Israel sebagai aktor yang
diduga melakukan serangan siber. Penggunaan narasi teknis, kutipan
sumber internasional, dan pemilihan diksi yang membangun kesan
konspiratif menunjukkan peran media sebagai agen ideologis. Dalam
konteks ini, Al Jazeera tidak hanya menyampaikan informasi, tetapi juga
mereproduksi makna yang berpihak terhadap kelompok tertentu. Studi ini
menegaskan bahwa media memiliki dimensi kekuasaan dalam membentuk
konstruksi realitas sosial melalui praktik diskursif.

This is an open access article under the CC BY-SA license.

[ONole

A. Introduction

The development of digital technology has brought about a major transformation in
the world of mass media, including news media. The emergence of various online news
platforms such as Al Jazeera Net, Al-'Tlam Al-'Araby, and Al-Arabiyya Net has expanded
the reach of information and played a significant role in shaping public opinion on various
events, both national and international (Titis Kusumaningrum Witdaryadi Putri, 2021).

The media not only functions as a conveyor of information, but also as an ideological
domination tool that can reproduce power through language construction. News coverage
is not always objective; in many cases, the media subtly inserts certain perspectives that
reflect certain political or ideological interests (Habibie, 2018).

One conflict that has consistently been in the spotlight of the global media is the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. This conflict has been ongoing for decades and involves complex

political, religious, and humanitarian dimensions (Nikita Majesty Kalengkongan, Youla O.
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Agus, 2024). In this context, Arab media plays an important role in shaping the regional
and international community's perception of the dynamics of the conflict.

One of the most recent events to attract media attention was the explosion of a
Hezbollah member's pager device in Lebanon on September 24, 2024, which killed nine
people and injured more than two thousand others. Hezbollah accused Israel of infiltrating
malware into the device. This event is considered part of a broader asymmetric conflict
between Hezbollah and Israel (Wulan Permata Sari, Agus Setyonegoro, 2025). Although
pager technology is considered obsolete, this case shows how media and technology-both
old and new-can still be utilized as tools in contemporary conflict. The involvement of
technology in conflict dynamics shows the importance of examining how the media frames
events with certain narrative and ideological devices (Yanto, 2024). Therefore, the Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA) approach is a relevant tool to reveal the ideological dimensions
and power relations in news texts (Darmawan, 2022).

Critical discourse analysis is carried out by examining the form of action, situational
setting, historical background, power relations, and underlying ideology. One of the
approaches in studying discourse is the critical discourse analysis theory developed by
Teun A. van Dijk. In his perspective, discourse consists of three main dimensions, namely
text structure, social cognition process, and social context (Dijk, 2008). According to Teun
A. van Dijk, critical discourse analysis is also a process to reveal and explain social realities
that are being shaped or constructed by dominant individuals or groups, which generally
have certain interests in order to achieve goals or satisfaction of their desires (Dijk, 2021).

In this context, the media not only functions as a conveyor of information, but also as
an agent of shaping social reality through the way events are conveyed and framed
(Habermas, 1962). Van Dijk's approach to critical discourse analysis provides a framework
for examining how discourse structures are used to maintain power and convey ideology
(Prihartono & Suharyo, 2022). This model allows researchers to analyze macro, micro and
superstructure aspects in the text, including revealing the process of social reality
construction by dominant actors through linguistic strategies and ideological
representations.

Previous research, by Mutiara.S Ramadani, Khaerudin Kurniawan (2024) who used
critical discourse analysis theory using the van dijk model, discussed that the Indonesian

media in covering the Israeli-Palestinian conflict tended to side with the Palestinians.
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Meanwhile, Solikhin (2023) used Van Dijk's approach to examine the news coverage of
Kompas Online and found that religious issues became the dominant factor in shaping
news framing. These findings confirm the importance of analyzing the role of the media
in framing conflict. However, there are still few studies that specifically analyze Arabic-
language media, especially Al Jazeera Net, in constructing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
using a critical discourse approach.

Based on this description, the problem formulations in this study are: how does Al
Jazeera Net frame the Hezbollah pager explosion event in the context of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict through a discourse structure that reflects a certain ideology?

This research is important because it contributes to the understanding of how Arab
media constructs conflict through language strategies. In addition, the findings of this
research can enrich cross-cultural studies in media studies, as well as become a reference
in improving media literacy in the midst of global geopolitical complexity.

This study aims to analyze how Al Jazeera Net, as one of the leading Arab media,
frames the Hezbollah beeper explosion event in the context of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. Using Teun A. van Dijk's critical discourse analysis model, this study explores the
discourse structure and ideology contained in the text, and contributes to the development
of Arab media discourse studies in a cross-cultural perspective (Syakur & Sumarlam,
2021).

B. Research Method

This research uses a descriptive qualitative approach that aims to understand and
interpret social phenomena in depth (Khaleeda Iman Binti Khalid, Syarifuddin, Zulhelmi,
2025). This method was chosen because it is suitable for exploring the meaning behind the
use of language in media texts and revealing the relationship between language, power,
and ideology.

The data in this study were obtained through a literature study of primary and
secondary sources including news articles, scientific journals, and relevant reference books

(Nurhakim, 2024). Th(Muhammad Guruh Achmad Teguh, Rini Riyantini, 2021) e main
text analyzed is an article titled "S<ll i3> jolic 3 =4l gl =l 5L> ', published by Al

Jazeera Net in 2024. This article was chosen because it is directly related to the issue of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and involves technological narratives within the framework of

ideological battles.
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Data analysis was conducted using Teun A. van Dijk's Critical Discourse Analysis
model which includes three main dimensions:

1. Macro Structure - the main theme or big topic in the text

2. Superstructure - the organization or scheme of the text

3. Microstructure - lexical, syntactic, and rhetorical aspects.

To support the validity of the results and data analysis, researchers also used data
analysis techniques from Miles and Huberman which consisted of three stages:

1. Data reduction - filtering and selecting relevant important data;

2. Data presentation - compiling data in the form of tables and systematic narratives;

3. Conclusion drawing and verification - ensuring that data interpretation can be

accounted for (Mariyadi, 2019).

With this method, it is hoped that the research will be able to reveal the ideological
construction in Arabic media texts and provide a deeper understanding of the dynamics
of conflict representation in media discourse.

C. Results and Analysis

This research analyzes the news “Salil &3> yolic &G y=ail gl =l L L7 from Al

Jazeera Net, using the Critical Discourse Analysis approach of Teun A. van Dijk model,
which consists of three main dimensions: macro structure, superstructure, and
microstructure. The aim is to uncover how the text frames reality, shapes public opinion,
and represents ideology and power relations.

1. Macro Structure (Thematic)

No Elements of Discourse News Excerpt
1. Topic Sl o> pmlie § szl gl el 5l Lo
2. Sub topic Paragraph 1

" e S ¥ g A Jlastsher g2 " e
14¢9 ?L"

Paragraph 2
el 85T Ll (s sl 852 pusiad
Gl e plally melall § 5L as ol gall
S & ol B mS ALl 381,09 cula sl
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Data analysis of the macro structure of critical discourse

The news article with the title “What is the exploding pager among Hezbollah
members?” clearly places the pager explosion event as the main focus of the discourse.
This topic immediately directs the reader's attention to the incident that befell
hundreds of Hezbollah members, as well as creating a sense of urgency and concern
about the incident.

At the beginning, the news explains in detail the definition of a pager as a small
and portable wireless electronic communication device, including the history of its
invention and use. This explanation serves to provide readers with an in-depth context
so that they can understand what a pager is, how it works and why it is still used by
groups like Hezbollah. In addition, the explanation of the evolution of pager
technology shows that this device is not just an ordinary communication tool, but one
that has the advantage of security and stability, especially in situations that require
closed and reliable communication.

Next, the news relayed the chronology of the pager explosion incident that
occurred on September 17, 2024, complete with data on the injured and dead victims.
The mention of the various locations of the explosion in Lebanon, such as the southern

suburbs of Beirut and other cities, illustrates the wide scale and serious impact of this
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incident. This detailed information strengthens the weight of the facts and helps
readers understand how serious the incident was.

To add credibility, the news quoted a report from international media, The Wall
Street Journal, which informed that the exploded pager was part of a new shipment
that Hezbollah had received a few days earlier. This reference gives the event a global
dimension and raises questions about possible outside interference.

The statement from Hezbollah officials suspecting malware as the cause of the
pager explosion added an element of internal conjecture to the story. This suggests that
the incident was not just a technical mishap, but rather a possible cyberattack designed
to undermine the group. Some members even reported feeling the device overheat and
discarding it before it exploded, reinforcing the narrative that this explosion was not
spontaneous.

Finally, the news also featured an analysis from a Lebanese communications
expert, who assessed that the operation to detonate the device was highly sophisticated
and could not have been carried out by Israel alone without the help of allies. This
opinion expands the scope of the discourse to the larger realm of geopolitics and
conflict, suggesting that this incident is part of a technological and strategic battle
between state and non-state actors in the region.

Overall, the macro structure of the discourse in this news story combines
informative, chronological, analytical and political aspects with the aim of providing a
comprehensive picture to readers. The news does not only convey technical facts and
events, but also builds a critical understanding of the political and security context
behind the Hezbollah beeper explosion. This approach leads readers to see the incident
as part of a wider and more complex conflict, not just a technological problem.

2. Superstructure (Schematic)

In research Prihartono & Suharyo (2022) said that according to Teun A. van Dijk
superstructure or schematic is referred to as a general pattern or basic framework that
forms the structure of a discourse text.

The following is the superstructure analysis data :

No Discourse elements News excerpt

1. Title Tl > yemlic § il gl el 5l Lo
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What is the pager device that exploded

in the hands of Hezbollah members?

2. Opening  sentence  of 5.0 Sl ¥ Lo i8] Jlasl sl sa "yl
paragraph 1 3t i€ ot e cJyamo
SL el 5l Layl (ods <1949 ale.

o bl (51 Lol g1ld dol e Koy

Joryg Aalizs Slaglaing cilegazma (pass

LgaSte Jilay Juditung « poeddd ALLS Bbylay

Aso9 Aigie whilaly wilasly

3. Story e The pager device was originally an
a. Situation (Paragraphs ordinary communication tool
1-6) e Used by Hezbollah as a

coordination tool
e There were simultaneous mass

explosions in various Lebanese

cities
b. Comments (7th-last e Israel accused of being the
paragraph) mastermind behind the explosion

(albeit in the form of conjecture)

e Experts say this explosion could
not have happened without foreign
assistance

e Possible sabotage through software

e Governments and international

media join the narrative

Data analysis Superstructure of critical discourse
The superstructure in the news text “Hezbollah Pager Explosion” shows a

typical pattern of news coverage consisting of summary and story elements. In the

summary section, the text begins with a questioning title, ” 3 ,=ail sl =l 5L> Lo

Sell 3> yolic” (What is the pager device that exploded in the hands of Hezbollah
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members?), which strategically draws the reader's attention while signaling that the
news content will reveal the identity and events behind the incident. The lead text
provides a technical and historical explanation of the “pager” device as a wireless
communication tool, which is informationally neutral, thus establishing initial
credibility and setting the context for the reader before entering the main body of the
story.

Next, the story section is divided into two: situation and commentary. In the
situation section, the text describes the initial use of pagers as a civilian communication
tool that Hezbollah later used for internal coordination. The core incident is brought
up with a narrative of mass explosions of these devices in different parts of Lebanon,
such as Beirut, Baalbek, and Nabatiyeh, which caused thousands of injuries and some
deaths. The situation is presented chronologically and descriptively, giving weight to
the scale and impact of the events.

In the commentary section, the text presents various interpretations and
responses from relevant actors. Hezbollah explicitly accuses Israel of being behind the
attack, although it is presented as conjecture or speculation. Comments from
communications experts also reinforce the narrative that this incident involved
sophisticated technology and could not have been carried out without foreign
interference, building the impression of global intelligence involvement. This narrative
support is reinforced by quotes from international media such as the Wall Street
Journal and Anadolu Agency, as well as official statements from Lebanese health
officials. Overall, the superstructure of this text not only conveys factual information,
but also frames the event in the context of geopolitical conflict and technological
warfare, which is a hallmark of the critical discourse approach.

3. Microstruktur
At the microstructure level, this text shows a complex language strategy to frame
the narrative ideologically but still appear objective. Semantically, the meanings that

emerge revolve around the construction that Hezbollah is the aggrieved party. This is

evident from the use of words like “c|pzasll s.ia o159 (05851l L1, @l which explicitly

names Israel as the accused party, although it is still packaged in the form of conjecture,

not certainty. In addition, phrases such as “cacud Lesy 8,Ls zal 1" leave room for technical
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interpretation, but implicitly instill the idea of possible advanced technological
sabotage.

Syntactically, the initial sentence structure of the text is organized in an informative
and descriptive manner, with a technical explanation of the “pager” device. This
creates an objective and educative impression as a prelude, so that when the narrative
moves on to the explosion incident, the reader has already accepted that this device is
in principle a legitimate and commonly used means of communication. The sentences
in the technical section also tend to be long and complex, reinforcing the impression

that the narrative is scientific and rational.

23 "1

In the stylistic aspect, word choices such as “ 4248, 4,585 "8)Ls mol " (A’ 7yl

lu>" are used to build an emergency, technological and tense atmosphere. This style of

language emphasizes the extraordinary and unusual nature of the incident, while
evoking empathy for the victims. The emphasis on the large number of civilian
casualties and serious injuries also plays a role in adding to the emotional charge of the
reader.

Meanwhile, rhetorically, the text uses external authorities such as the Wall Street
Journal and Anadolu Agency to justify and reinforce the narrative. By quoting
international media and local experts, the text builds credibility and shows that this
event has global impact and attention. Placing information about casualties at the
beginning of the incident is also a rhetorical strategy to frame Hezbollah and civilians
as victims from the start.

Thus, the microstructure analysis reveals that this text, although packaged in an
informative style, contains strong ideological and political constructions, positioning
Hezbollah as a victim of a complex technological conspiracy involving foreign powers,
especially Israel and its allies.

Reality Construction and Dimensions of Power in Media

In the reporting of the Hezbollah pager explosion by Al Jazeera Net, it is clear
that the media does not merely convey factual information, but actively shapes social
reality through language and representation strategies. The construction of reality in
this news text is reflected in the way Al Jazeera chooses topics, structures the narrative,

and determines the point of view and sources quoted. By emphasizing the possibility
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of Israeli involvement through cyberattacks, as well as portraying Hezbollah as the
attacked party, Al Jazeera shapes the perception that this incident is part of a systematic
aggression against resistance groups.
This reality construction shows how the media acts as an ideological actor, not
just an information channel. In the context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and
tensions in the Middle East, media like Al Jazeera also produce meanings that favor
certain groups by framing who is the victim, who is the perpetrator, and how events
should be interpreted. By emphasizing Hezbollah's point of view, using diction that
builds a conspiratorial impression, and quoting international sources to strengthen the
narrative, Al Jazeera tries to direct public understanding to a certain framework of the
reality of the conflict.
In addition, there is a hidden dimension of power in the way the media process
information. In Teun A. van Dijk's framework, the media plays an important role in
maintaining and reproducing power through discursive practices. In this case, power
does not only mean political or military domination, but also control over social
discourse and interpretation. Al Jazeera, as a media that has ideological ties to the Arab
world and often takes a critical position towards Israel and its allies, uses its media
power to balance narratives that are often dominated by Western media such as CNN
or BBC.
Thus, media power appears in the form of the ability to determine what is
considered important (agenda setting), how facts are arranged (framing), and how
reality is ideologically constructed (discourse reproduction). In the news about this
pager explosion, Al Jazeera positioned itself as a party that gives voice to a group that
is often marginalized in global discourse, namely Hezbollah and the Arab world in
general.
D. Conclusion

This research concludes that Al Jazeera Net, through its coverage of the explosion of
Hezbollah members' pagers, not only acts as a conveyor of information, but also as an
ideological actor that shapes social reality through a complex discourse structure. By
highlighting Israel's possible involvement and using a narrative that places Hezbollah as
a victim, the media framed the event within the framework of a high-level political and

technological conflict. Analysis based on Teun A. van Dijk's model shows the construction
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of ideology and power relations hidden behind the text structure, diction, and source
selection. Al Jazeera utilizes its power to set the agenda, frame the facts, and influence

public perception in the context of the Middle East geopolitical conflict.
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