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ABSTRACT

This study examines the functional role of the ITHLA organization ({/ttihadu
Thalabah al-Lughah al- ‘Arabiyyah) in supporting the development of Arabic
language learning among university students. Unlike previous studies that
broadly discuss student organizations, this research specifically situates
ITHLA as a non-formal linguistic ecosystem contributing to communicative
competence development. Employing a qualitative phenomenological
design, data were collected through in-depth interviews, observations, and
documentation involving the organization’s chairman and selected members.
The data were analyzed using thematic analysis supported by triangulation
techniques. The findings reveal three interconnected functions of ITHLA: (1)
an educational function through structured language programs such as Arabic
camps and seminars; (2) an academic function through competitive and
performance-based activities fostering the four language skills; and (3) a
practical function through the creation of a sustainable Arabic-speaking
environment (bi’ah lughawiyyah). However, the implementation faces
internal constraints (participation inequality, limited funding, and varying
proficiency levels) and external challenges (technical disruptions in digital
activities). To address these issues, ITHLA adopts adaptive and collaborative
strategies, including flexible program design and institutional partnerships.
This study contributes to the field of Arabic language education by
conceptualizing student organizations as informal learning ecosystems that
bridge the gap between formal instruction and communicative language use.
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